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DCR Chamber Initiatives (C-A-R-E)

Connection
•	 Over 100 Annual Connection Events (80% are free to members)
•	 People to Jobs: Job Fairs
•	 Internship Connections (Match Program) 
•	 5 Signature Events – Annual, Women’s, Golf, BEA and Holiday
•	 Viking VIP Training Camp Experience
•	 Mayors Cup     
•	 Casual Opportunities through ribbon cuttings, ground 

breakings, coffee breaks, happy hours, business councils, 
networking teams, committee work, Ambassador Team

Advocacy
•	 Candidate Forums and Debates  
•	 Business Day at the Capitol
•	 State of the Cities and County
•	 Public Affairs Committee 
•	 Advocacy and Issues Sessions

Regional Support
•	 DCR Foundation – 30+ Scholarships Annually
•	 Regional Nonprofit Support - Annual Holiday 

Luncheon 

Education
•	 Website connection to information
•	 City/County Presentations
•	 Candidate Forums and Debates 
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Events and Programming 
 

Programs

Dakota County Advocacy and Issues Forum
This breakfast forum offers real-time information and 
resources on public policy and critical issues impacting 
businesses. Held approximately 4 times a year, the 
forums deliver DCR members first-hand perspectives 
from influential lawmakers, lobbyists, and leading 
industry experts on how legislation at all government 
levels affects the bottom-line, job creation, growth, and 
expansion. 

Meet the Chamber 
This monthly orientation meeting is for new and 
prospective members, providing attendees the 
opportunity to learn about their Chamber membership 
benefits and opportunities. Involvement in committees, 
monthly networking and special regional events, and 
marketing/advertising opportunities are just a few of 
the topics discussed at the meeting.

“The Dakota County Regional Chamber 
helps me build connections and helps my 
company be better engaged in Dakota 
County as it continues to grow and change. 
The relationships the chamber has helped 

and gives me valuable perspective. 
Chambers are an important voice for the 
business community and being part of DCR 
is a way to be involved in a meaningful way.”

-Mike Zipko, Velocity Public Affairs
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Inÿuence Public Policy
 

We understand how legislation and the economy impact your 
business. We we are the local presence with the Regional voice 
for you when tackling these issues. The DCR Chamber has several 
groups and events to help keep you in-the-loop and let 
your voice be heard on the issues that matter the most to 
you and your business.

Advocacy & Issues Forums
These events (usually breakfasts) are for members to hear 
from lawmakers and other experts on how legislation 
within all levels of government will affect their businesses’ 
bottom line, job creation, growth, and expansion, while 
allowing them to communicate their concerns or ask 
questions.

Legislative Reception
Each year, often in conjunction with area chamber 
partners, the DCR Chamber organizes an annual 
Legislative Reception. The event provides members and 
non-members of the Dakota County business community 
an opportunity to exchange ideas with elected officials 
to ensure an economic climate for new investment and 
regional job creation.

Candidate Forums
Each election season the DCR Chamber of Commerce 
hosts Candidate Forums for local, state, and federal 
elections that have influence on Dakota County public 
policy. We have also held the last four Congressional 2nd 
District Debates in partnership with other CD2 Chambers. 
Chamber members get an opportunity to learn more 
about each candidate while getting to know them better 
by submitting questions.

Business Day at the Capitol
Join your DCR Chamber and members in visiting the 
Capitol where you meet with legislators from your area 
and learn about business initiatives. Voice your business 
concerns within the State. This date (usually in April) will be posted on 
our Events page at DCRchamber.com. 

Public Affairs Committee
The Public Affairs committee is actively involved in addressing 
business issues at a policy level and works to establish position 
statements on key local, regional, and state issues. These are posted 
on our DCRchamber.com website. This committee recommends 
positions that the DCR Chamber Board of Directors vote whether or 
not to support. The committee meets monthly, virtually.








