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Project Overview 
Robert Street (Trunk Highway 952) is the main north/south transportation route through the heart of the commercial business district in West St. Paul. It is an approximate 2.4 mile route, classified as an A Minor Arterial Street and is under the jurisdiction of the Minnesota Department of Transportation (Mn/DOT). From Mendota Road at the south end of the City to Butler Avenue on the north end of the City, Robert Street exists as a 5-lane undivided roadway with no parking on either side and Average Daily Traffic (ADT) ranging from 16,000 to 26,000 vehicles (per 2009 ADT maps. From Butler Avenue to the north City limit line at Annapolis Street, Robert Street is a 3-lane undivided roadway with parking permitted on each side and 16,000 vehicles ADT. Throughout the corridor, but especially in the southern two-thirds, there are numerous driveway openings along both sides of the street. In some areas the driveways are spaced just 50-feet apart. Because of these closely spaced driveways, the crash rates along Robert Street are higher than the average as compared to other undivided Trunk Highways in the Metro Area.
Proposed Improvements
The project is intended to improve the entire length of Robert Street in West St. Paul in four categories:

Infrastructure
•Milling/overlay of the existing bituminous pavement surface
•Replacement of broken/deteriorated concrete curb sections
•Storm sewer upgrading/replacement
•Evaluation and improvements to public utilities (sanitary sewer and water mains) as needed
Safety
•Adding a raised median down the existing center turn-lane
•Providing additional capacity in each direction on the north end of Robert Street between Butler and Annapolis
•Intersection improvements including widening radii, signal upgrades, additional dedicated turn lanes to Robert Street from select side streets
•Consolidation of driveways where appropriate
Aesthetics
•Re-painting the existing traffic signals within the corridor
•Replacing the existing street lights with a more efficient and aesthetic light system
•Adding a "green element" along Robert Street through the use of boulevard trees and landscaping elements within the corridor
Bikeway/Transit
•Adding an above or below ground bike trail crossing of Robert Street between Thompson Avenue (County Road 6) and Wentworth Avenue (County State Aid Highway 8) in the center of the corridor
•Ensuring the design can accommodate possible future street car lines or Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) within the outer travel lane
  
